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David Hastings, Director 

Midland Valley High School Band 
227 Mustang Drive 

Graniteville, SC 29829 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Students,  
 
Welcome Back! 
 
You have made the choice to join one of the finest organizations in South Carolina.  The Pride of the 
Valley has performed all over the Southeast, and Washington, D.C. at various contests and festivals for 
many thousands of people.  You are now part of a tradition that spans over two decades, and two 
generations.  As a member of this tradition, you have obligations and responsibilities to meet.  We expect 
you to do your part – be at rehearsals and performances on time, participate in fundraisers, practice to 
better your playing, etc…Most of all, we expect in everything you do – both inside and outside our 
program – that you will strive for excellence in yourself and those around you.  This will help our strong 
tradition of being a true championship program! 
 
Since most of our members will not become professional musicians, this may be your best opportunity to 
be in the spotlight and be recognized as an outstanding performer.  We want this once in a lifetime 
opportunity to be the best possible experience for you, so we will expect that you will give it your all in 
rehearsals and performances. 
 
This is a winning team with a rich tradition – of which you are now a vital part.  We succeed because of 
hard working students like you!  As with any activity, you get out of it what you put into it.  We want the 
best for you, that is why we will demand the best from you.  You have the rare opportunity and rare 
talent of playing a musical instrument in a band.  You will have many wonderful opportunities laid out 
before you, and we look forward to sharing them with you. 
 
My door is always open, and my phone is always on.  Please do not hesitate to call on me if you have any 
questions or concerns!  I am really looking forward to a positive and rewarding year once again, and with 
students and parents such as you, I am most certain of that fact.  Best of luck on your upcoming year in 
school and band….. 
 
 
Musically Yours,  
 
 
 
David Hastings 
MVHS Director of Bands 
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Expectations:   Each child is expected to try.  Music, for all intents and purposes,is a foreign language.  It is a  
means of expression unlike any other.  As such, everyone will be expected to give 100 %.  The 
study of music requires patience.  Much like learning to talk, it requires time and 
PRACTICE!!!! Since it requires such practice, it will be expected that students take their 
instruments home DAILY.   
 
For the individual to gain from musical experience, (s)he must participate!  Instruments WILL 
be kept in clean, working condition at all times.  If an instrument becomes inoperative, 
preparations should be made for repair as soon as possible, as the ensemble will take on a 
different sound missing an instrument, and everyone will miss out; much like missing a person 
from a basketball team.  We depend on each other being there. 

 
A clean classroom is a must!!!  The room is arranged a certain way for a reason.  Students will be 
expected to help to keep it that way! 

 
• Chairs will remain in one of two states at all times; in neat rows or arcs, or stacked.  If they 

are to be stacked, they will be stacked neatly and placed in a prescribed location in the 
room.   
 

• Stands will be stacked neatly in rows at the end of each period.  Again, they will be placed 
in a prescribed area only!   
 

• Instruments, cases, and equipment has its place, and therefore should remain there - neatly 
stowed - until use, and returned to its proper place after use. 

 
• Trash and other refuse has no business being placed anywhere except for a trash can!   

 
• Restrooms will be kept clean and orderly!  In other words: FLUSH! 

 
Students violating these simple policies will be placed on cleaning/repairing detail at the conclusion of 
practice/class.  This may entail cleaning room, cleaning restroom (safety equipment provided), etc….  
In any case, the punishment will be commensurate with the infraction. 
 
 

 

 

 

A Note About the Instrument Storage Room and valuables…… 
This room is to be used exactly as its name states…an instrument storage room.  It is not a “locker” 
room so to speak.  If you have clothes to keep somewhere, do not keep them in this room.  If you have 
food to keep somewhere, certainly don’t store it in this room…it draws bugs and other various vermin.  
This room is the director’s responsibility to keep clean, and he will do so.  There are many trash cans 
in the band room, so if you don’t want to be digging your belongings out of the trash can, I would 
suggest you don’t leave them in the Instrument Storage Room! Also,  You are not to leave items of 

value unattended in the band room suite.  This includes but is not limited to: Cellphones, purses, 

and CASH.  We cannot be responsible for items lost or stolen. 
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Rules:  

 
Rules of Aiken County and Midland Valley High School Govern Always.  The following serve as 
additions or restatements of the policies in place. 

 
• EARLY IS ON TIME – ON TIME IS LATE 

• You should be ready to play at  “Call Time”  Not just coming in the door, not getting set up. 
• Food or Drinks are allowed in the band room during very few occasions.  When in doubt, don’t bring them in!  

(This includes GUM!) 
• The instrument storage room is for instruments only – no books, food, drink, or clothes.  Your belongings WILL 

BE THROWN AWAY!!! 
• NO sounds are to be made until told to do so. (Don’t play unless told to!) 
• When not playing, remain quiet. (Don’t talk!) 
• Play your, and only your instrument.  Instruments are expensive. 
• Enter room, get instrument, and be seated, and quiet IMMEDIATELY. 
• Percussion instruments are to be played ONLY by percussionists, and 

ONLY at specified times. 
• Instrument and supplies must be brought everyday. 
• Students are not to congregate in side rooms from the main classroom (e.g. guard room, percussion room, 

instrument storage room, etc…) 
• Students should assume the entire school is OFF LIMITS – Do Not Wonder! 
• Rooms to consider OFF LIMITS in our area: Director’s Office, Library, Uniform Room. 
• NO PDA! (Public Displays of Affection) – this is self explanatory – we don’t want to see it! 

 
Consequences: 

 
1st Offense – Written Up 
2nd Offense – Written Up/Parent Contact 
3rd Offense – Sent to Administration – Recommend removal from program. 
 
Grades:   
Student Grades are calculated according to the following percentages:  
 
Participation Grades 20% – Attendance at all rehearsals and performances. 
Realize absences from rehearsals may prohibit participating in a performance.  See 
performance section below for more information on the impact on grades for not attending 
required events!    
 
Tests 30% – From time to time, playing tests will be assigned.  All classes will have a 
playing test each quarter to assign chairs. Students will also have written tests covering 
music history, terms, and general music theory. 
 
Performances 50% - The performance is by far the most  important component of a 
students grade. It is equal in weight to all of the preparation for the event (see above categories). Students with a 100 
average prior to an absence will be assigned a grade of 50 after an absence.  This will apply to all performances and 
competitions.  The performance is the culmination of months of hard work and preparation.  Absence from a performance 
hurts all others involved, therefore, absence from a performance will be grounds for automatic failure for the quarter 

(Grade of 50), and perhaps the semester, and depending upon the situation, removal from the band program.   
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Attendance Policy  
 
We place a high premium on punctual attendance.   

 
Tardies:  Students who are tardy to rehearsal will run 1 lap or 20 pushups for every 10 minutes of tardiness.   
 
Absences:  Students are EXPECTED to be at ALL rehearsals and performances.  You will be expected to make 
doctors appointments around the practice and performance schedule. If you have a job, you will be expected to set your 
work schedule around the practice and performance schedule. After-School detention is considered an unlawful absence.  
Other MVHS Extra-Curricular Activities (NJROTC, FBLA, Sports, French Club, etc…) count as EXCUSED absences so 
long as time is split equally among the students activities.  If it is found a student is taking advantage of this situation (i.e. 
going to another activity and be found goofing off, and not accomplishing anything) these absences will be switched to 
UNEXCUSED absences.  The only excusable absence is serious illness by the student or serious illness or death of a 
member of the immediate family.  In any case, you must notify the director before the absence occurs. If a student fails to 
notify the director before the absence, it will be considered unlawful.  In very few cases an emergency presents itself with 
no time to notify the director before.  Notification of the absence must be made at the first chance available afterwards.  In 
any case, the decision whether or not an absence is excused or not rests solely with the director.  When in doubt, be in 
attendance.  You have made a commitment to the director, the school, your fellow students, your parents, and our 
community.  You cannot learn your routine or music if you are absent, and at the same time, the other 100 people on the 
field or on stage cannot learn it as well.  Please make sure you understand the absence policy in regards to absences from 
rehearsals and the very serious infraction of absences from performances.  These carry serious grade point penalties and 
could lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from the band program.  Prior to an expected absence, the student and 
parent MUST fill out an absence form and turn in to the director.  These forms will be available in the band room.  Failure 
to turn in a form will result in an UNEXCUSED absence – regardless of the reason. 
 

Conflicts with Band:  Conflicts between band and other activities or events are the responsibility of the student.  
Rehearsal and performance schedules are given out in advance so arrangements can be made.  Students should not 

become involved in activities that may directly conflict with our schedule.  When outside activities create hardships 
concerning band, unless it is a rare and unusual situation that may only happen once, the student will need to consult with 
the director about alternatives that may be possible. It is our policy to help any student should conflict arise; however, we 
cannot excuse continual conflicts created by the student.  You are a member of the band, so you are expected to see your 
commitment through to the end.  This is not to punish active students (we have MANY) however, this is to insure 100% 
participation and cooperation among our members. 
 

Ride and dismissal policy following events/practices  
 
This policy is new starting with the 2009 school year.  Over the years, we have had 
a growing problem in that students are not being picked up in a timely fashion 
after events.  By timely fashion we mean no more than 15 minutes after the conclusion of an event.  
We have had students left here at Midnight for up to 2 hours, with no word from the parent as to when 
they were going to pick up their child, only to find out the parent had been grocery shopping, out in a 
bar, or just plain watching television at home.  These parents were using the services of the band 
director as a baby sitter.  This practice is immoral and rude. Please realize that your child is your 

responsibility, and every possible effort is made to give you an exact schedule in advance (most times 
up to a year in advance).   The band director is at work long enough, and does not need to be bothered 
by having his day extended unnecessarily.  The director (or another parent) also need not place 
themselves in a potentially unsafe situation legally while being left alone with a member of the 
opposite sex.  This is against Aiken County Public School’s Policy.  It is unfortunate that the actions 
of parents could hurt their child, however we have no recourse but to move in this direction.  
Therefore, this will be the policy initiated in July 2009:  
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Ride and dismissal policy following events/practices <cont’d> 
 
• Students/Parents will be informed of starting times and ending times of all practices/events. 
• Students/Parents will have access to correct schedule via handbook, websites, emails, phone messages. 
• Parents will abide by the pick up time listed and be here at MVHS at that time. 
• Parents will not instruct their child to “call when they get to MVHS.” Or “Call when they are done” 
• If parents cannot be here, they must make alternate arrangements (another ride) to be on time. 
• There are a few excuses for being late; these are referred to as TRUE EMERGENCIES. 
• Parents will inform the director immediately at the occurrence of a true emergency, so he may best care 

for and plan for your child.  If no contact is made, it is assumed there is no emergency. 
• The responsibility in contacting the band director lies with the parent.   
• The band director will provide adequate methods of contact. Email, phone, answering machine, parent 

volunteers.  
• A True Emergency is defined as: fire, an imminent death or death of a family member, an immediate 

and sudden sickness of self or student sibling, transportation malfunction**, actions beyond the control 
of the parent, acts of God.   **Cars breaking down will only be excused once.  A suitable form of 

transportation is a responsibility if your child intends to participate. 

• True emergencies do not include: “grocery shopping”, “long lines at the <name of business>”, “had to 
get gas”, “couldn’t get off work”, “had to work late”, “there was a wreck”, “traffic was slow”, “my 
favorite show is on TV”, “I’ll pick up my child when I am ready”, “my child didn’t call me to let me 
know when to pick them up”, “I didn’t know when they would be done”, “relatives just came in from 
out of town”, “had to take a shower” , “just got out of the pool” , “had to get dinner”. 

• Students/Parents are reminded to plan ahead.   Also, remember, early is on time…… 

 
Students left at school beyond 15 minutes after the dismissal time (not including those going to other school 
activities) will face the following consequences: 
 

• Suspensions of performing privileges and placement on equipment crew until “late minutes” are 
“worked off.” 

• “Late Minutes” are accrued at a rate of 1 to 1 – for each minute a parent is derelict in picking their child 
up, their child will be assigned 1 late minute. 

• Students will “work off” late minutes at the convenience of the band director. 
 
Students may work off late minutes 1 for 1 during the following times: 
 

• Monday afternoons from 5:30-6 PM 
• Wednesday after school until 3:30PM 
• Thursday after practice until 7PM 

 
Students being picked up late from these sessions will accrue late minutes at a rate of 3 “late minutes” per 
minute of tardiness. 
 
Parents in repeated violation of this policy will be referred to School District Administration, and possibly the 

Aiken County Sheriff’s Department and the South Carolina Department of Social Services on the grounds of 

child neglect. Students will run the risk of not being allowed to participate in band at all. 

 
The band director reserves the right to hold parents and students accountable just as he is held accountable; 
likewise, the band director reserves the right to cancel any and all late minutes for any student at any time for 
exemplary effort, conduct, or performance. 
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Ensembles:  Symphonic Band 

   Concert Band  
   Colorguard 

   “The Pride of the Valley” Marching Band 

Symphonic Band 
 
This is the main emphasis of the 2nd semester.  The MVHS Symphonic Band is an ensemble consisting of 
advanced level performers receiving (1) honors level elective credit. This ensemble is the main performing unit 
in the Midland Valley Band Program. It will perform at many functions in the school and community 
throughout the year. Membership is through audition only or in certain few cases at the discretion of the 
director. Students who gain admission to this group will have demonstrated sufficient performance skills.  Since 
this is an honors class, members of this ensemble will participate in all South Carolina Band Activities which 
include: Marching Band, Region/All-State auditions, Solos & Ensembles, and Concert Festival.  Every effort 
will be made to help students achieve their full potential both musically and socially. The director is available 
most days after school for individual or sectional help. This time could be vital to improving grades in band if 
used to the students' full ability. Participation in after school rehearsals and performances is required.  
Participation in fundraising efforts is required.  Parents will be kept abreast on all of their student's activities 
through frequent newsletters, calendars from the director, and on the band’s website. This ensemble is 
REQUIRED to perform at graduation which occurs the day after the last day of school.  Grades of absent 
students can be drastically affected.  Please DO NOT make plans that conflict with this date (June 3, 2010) 
 

 

 

 

Concert Band  
 
This is the main emphasis of the 2nd Semester.  The MVHS Concert Band is an ensemble consisting of 
intermediate level performers receiving (1) college prep elective credit. Membership is through audition only or 
in certain few cases at the discretion of the director. Members of  the Freshman Academy Band class perform in 
this ensemble, as well as students who have yet to master the most advanced performance aspects of music.  
Members of this ensemble will participate in Marching Band and Concert Festival.  Students will be strongly 
encouraged to participate in Region/All State auditions, and Solos & Ensembles.  Participation in these events 
will weigh heavily in determining the next year’s symphonic band.  Every effort will be made to help students 
achieve their full potential both musically and socially. The director is available most days after school for 
individual or sectional help. This time could be vital to improving grades in band if used to the students' full 
ability. Participation in after school rehearsals and performances is required.  Participation in fundraising efforts 
is required.  Parents will be kept abreast on all of their student's activities through frequent newsletters, 
calendars from the director, and on the band’s website. 
 

Colorguard  
 
The MVHS Colorguard is an ensemble consisting of beginning to advanced level performers 
receiving one half 
(1/2) college prep elective credit. Membership is through audition only or in certain few 
cases at the discretion of the director.  The Colorguard is by far the most visible part of the 
marching band.  This group may also elect to compete in Winterguard competition(s) during 
the winter and spring, provided there is sufficient interest and funding. After-school 
rehearsals are required. Please see grades section for more clarification.  Participation in 
fundraising efforts is required.  Parents will be kept abreast on all of their student's activities 
through frequent newsletters, calendars from the director, and on the band’s website. 
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“The Pride of the Valley” Marching Band  
 

This is the main emphasis of the 1st Semester.  All students 
involved in Symphonic* and Concert Band* as well as 
Colorguard make up the marching band.  The marching band 
begins practice four weeks before school starts with a “band 
camp” to hit the ground running and be prepared for the first 
performance as school opens up. This ensemble will perform in 5 
competitions, at least 8 football games, and at least 3 parades.  
This ensemble is by far the most visible group in all of Midland 
Valley high School.  We play a large role in school spirit and morale.  Given the sheer importance of 
this group, we must practice very diligently, so practice will be held each Mon (3:30-5:30) Tue (5-8) 
and Thur (3:30-6:30). Monday practices will be designated as “sectional rehearsals” with percussion 
and colorguard rehearsing every week, and brass and woodwind students alternating every other week.  
After the football season is over, we will have a couple practices from 3:15 to 4:30 PM to prepare for 
the Christmas Parades. Practice is dismissed 99% of the time, exactly on time, however, your child 
will still be responsible for getting their belongings from inside the school.  It is a safe bet to allow ten 
to fifteen minutes after the dismissal time for your child to actually be ready to leave, still though it is 
your child’s responsibility to be ready.  Other performances for this group may present themselves at a 
later date.  In any case, all students will be informed as soon as practical.  Participation in fundraising 
efforts is required.  Parents will be kept abreast on all of their student's activities through frequent 
newsletters, calendars from the director, and on the band’s website. *Students involved in Football & 

Cheerleading may be exempt from the Marching Band requirement during their sports’ seasons.  

It is expected that they assist during Saturday competitions and any activity which is not in 

conflict with their respective sport.  Students will march in parades and other performances not 

conflicting with Fall sports. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

***PROVISO:  In certain very rare occasions, conflicts may arise in a student’s schedule between 
certain Advanced or Honors Courses and Band thus preventing that student from enrolling in “class 
band.”  Students having this difficulty are eligible for membership in Marching Band, Colorguard, 
Winterguard, and Winter Percussion.  Students understand that they must work much more diligently 
to stay up to speed on music, changes to the show or routine, and changes to the schedules since they 
are not in class.  Students also understand that they will not receive credit, and that any unlawful 
absence from rehearsal will result in immediate dismissal.  Membership in this manner is by Director 
Placement ONLY, and on a case-by-case basis. 
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Other Participation Opportunities: 

 
Governor’s All-Star Band – This Ensemble is comprised of approximately 200 of the 
most outstanding high school musicians in South Carolina.  Students’ names are submitted to The 
University of South Carolina Bands for membership, and they are selected based upon performance in 
band and director recommendations.  This is a high honor for, students selected will perform for the 
Governor of South Carolina at the State Christmas Tree Lighting on the grounds of the State House in 
Columbia on the Sunday following Thanksgiving.  Accompanying the band in the State Christmas Tree 
Carol-lighting is the Governor’s All-Star Chorus, Handbell Choir, various other choral groups, and the 
USC Trumpet Choir. The performance is one of the biggest highlights at the State House all year – 
drawing thousands of spectators annually.  The performance is televised live on SCETV, and is re-
broadcast several times throughout the holiday season. Signup for this event is limited to Sophomores and above. 

 

Region Band – Region Band is an honor band comprised of the most outstanding students in a 10 county area.  All 
students are encouraged audition.  Symphonic band students are required to audition.  Auditions will be held in January at  
Northside Middle School in Greenwood, SC.  If your student is interested in trying out, work must begin at the beginning 
of the school year.  The required audition will consist of scales/rudiments, chromatic scale, music terms, prepared solo, and 
sight-reading.  All materials are available now from the director and music store.  Interested students will need to obtain a 
minimum score at a preliminary screening in order to audition for the band.  A clinic and final concert will be given in 
February at Lexington High School in Lexington, SC Students earning participation in Region band will be awarded a 
medal. 
 
All-State Band – If the student scores high enough in the Region Audition, they will be “called-back” to another 
audition in January at Lexington High School in Lexington , SC.  This audition will be to try out for a space in the South 
Carolina All-State Band.  This is the highest single honor that can be bestowed upon a musician, for, the band is comprised 
of the best musicians in South Carolina.  A clinic and final concert will be given at Furman University in March in 
Greenville, SC. Students earning participation in All-State band will be awarded a medal. 
 
USC Honor Band Clinic – Much like the Governor’s All-Star Band, membership at the USC honor band clinic 
is selected by the USC Band Staff.  However, here over 400 of the finest students come from all over the Southeast (and 
sometimes further) to participate in a 4 day clinic, in February with some of the most noted clinicians in the country.  Once 
selected, students will audition for a chair in one of 4 different honor bands.  During the clinic, students will have the 
opportunity to attend concerts showcasing 2 or 3 outstanding bands from the Southeast, The Palmetto Concert Band, The 
USC Symphonic, Concert, and University Bands, the USC African Drumming Ensemble,  The Palmetto Pans – USC’s 
Caribbean Steel Drum Ensemble, and a variety of Jazz Groups.  Signup for this event is limited to Sophomores and above.  
.A nominal registration fee is associated with this event. 
 

Solos & Ensembles – This event will be held in May at Aiken High School.  This is a competition in which the 
student(s) will prepare a solo, duet, trio, etc….. and perform for a judge.  The judge will rate the performance and award a 
rating.  A medal and certificate will be awarded to those scoring a superior.  A certificate will be awarded to those scoring 
an excellent. Transportation to this even should be arranged by the student.  A nominal registration fee is associated with 
this event. 
 

A Note About The Outstanding Performance Award…. 
 
The “OPA” is the highest award for bands in South Carolina.  This is our goal!  Only the most outstanding and deserving 
of ensembles achieve this honor.  Midland Valley has been awarded the OPA for 14 of the last 15 years.  In order to be 
awarded the OPA, we need to accumulate enough “points.”  Points are awarded for Placing individuals in Region/All-State 
Band, Scoring enough Superiors at Solos & Ensembles, and scoring a high enough rating at Concert Festival.  Every aspect 
of musicianship is scrutinized  (personal ability, and ensemble ability) before the award is granted.  We need the best 
participation in all the events above to ensure that we continue being a member of the elite schools in South Carolina! 
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Band Procedures:  

 
Concerts: 

 

• Students will report (call time) 1 hour before concert is to start for warm-up 
and last minute preparation. 

• Students should be in their seats (dressed) and ready to go at call time. 
• The audience is discouraged from coming backstage as this is considered unprofessional 
• The audience is encouraged to listen intently and applaud with appropriate applause at the right time. 
• It is suggested to leave young children home if they cannot sit quietly for about 1 ½ hours. 
• If young children are present, please take them out of the auditorium if 

they become restless until they settle down 
• Entering or leaving in the middle of a performance is frowned upon.  
• Cell phones should be on vibrate or silent 

 

 

Football Games:  
 

• Call times vary depending on distance of travel.  Typical home games 
have a call time 1 ½ hours prior. 

• Students should wear the entire uniform – ALL or NOTHING – unless the director says otherwise 
• Students are dismissed by the director after returning equipment to the band room. 
• The band MARCHES TO and FROM the stadium at ATTENTION!  When you have class IT SHOWS – when 

you do not, IT SHOUTS! 
• Only uniformed band members are allowed in the band section 
• All members will remain in their section 
• There will be NO EATING in stands.  We will however have water for you.  Students receive break during 3rd 

quarter and be back at 0:00 on the clock.  *Individuals failing to abide by policy will lose minutes of free time 
during 3rd quarter. 

• Students should be alert as to what is going on down front – not captivated by what is going on in the stands.  
Tunes should be alphabetized in the flip folder as to allow for immediate “pull up” to play. 

• If a student must leave the section (rare occurrence) student must be accompanied by another student and get 
director permission before leaving. 

 
Band Travel:  

 
• Students will ride to and from events with the band. 
• In the rare instance a student must ride back with a parent, the parent must send 

note in advance to be approved by the director.  Parent MUST come IN PERSON 
to the bus to sign student out with chaperone/Mr. Hastings. 

• Students will remain forward in seats 
• Students will refrain from loud noises – if it can be heard it is too loud. 
• Students may use headphones 
• Students are reminded to listen to chaperones as if the chaperone were the director. 
• Students will not talk on Mustang Drive or during arrival and departure from our destination. This shows CLASS! 
• Parents are EXPECTED to pick their child up on time – this is why we have a calendar.  If parents are unsure of 

schedule, they can check the website or have their child call on the way home – NOT when we get back  to 
MVHS 

• Upon return, students have the responsibility of cleaning the bus and returning equipment.  Please allow them to 
complete their task. 

• Please do not park in the “horseshoe” or on grass.  We travel with large busses and trucks and need the space to 
unload. 

• Students are dismissed by the director as soon as all tasks are completed – usually only 10 minutes or so. 
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Hotel Situations:  
 

• Parents of students will be responsible of any incurred charges and 
damages 

• Rooms are to be locked at all times 
• No opposite sex visitors AT ALL – ANY TIME 
• Rooming lists are completed in advance.  There will be no changes once 

the trip has started. 
• The hotel is full of guests other than us.  Voices/TV’s/Radios should be 

kept low. No horseplay in rooms or hallways. 
• Lights out means just that! 
• Do not take the towels!!! 
• Set alarm and call for wakeup call.  Do not oversleep! 

 
Competitions: 

 
• The band will either be in uniform or not.  When in uniform it is ALL or NOTHING unless the director tells you 

differently. 
• You are not to get off the bus until the director tells you to. 
• The band will ALWAYS move as a group – unless the director tells you differently. 
• When going to dress, get uniform from rack and lineup – one line of girls, one line of guys 
• When moving as a group, move in a single file line and do not talk – This shows CLASS! 
• When entering stadium after performance, establish seating on visitor side – then you may go in small groups to 

concessions and bathrooms 
• Clap and cheer for your fellow bands 
• Stand at attention for the duration of the awards ceremony. 
• It shows poor taste to celebrate another bands defeat publicly – lets celebrate any wins privately.  This is 

especially true when 2nd place is announced and it is inevitable that we would be 1st.  Remember we are there to 
do our best – NOT win trophies! 

• After awards – listen to director for a detailed explanation of scores 
 
 
Marching Band Practice and Heat, what do we do and what can you do to 

help? 
 
 
All practices are not held outside.  Sometimes we are inside  for the entire day.  Other times we are outside 
only a portion of the day.  We try to do our outside work in the early mornings, and during the evening – 
avoiding the hottest parts of the day.  Needless to say though, we do have to go outside to accomplish our goal 
– just as the football team. 

 
All Band Directors and Athletic Coaches have received training through the Aiken County School District from SRS and 
the Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) concerning heat related illness, its symptoms, causes, and 
treatment.  While we have to do some things to insure continued health from our members, there are some things you must 
do to help.  Below are some simple things you can do to make sure your student does not become ill: 

• Your student should begin a regimen of drinking water and Gatorade during times he is not at practice.  This will 
build up water levels to make sure he can sweat some off 

• Your student should drink plenty of water BEFORE coming to practice in the morning.  It can take up to an hour 
before the body starts absorbing water from the stomach.  If the student waits to drink water after arriving at 
practice, it is probably too late.  Your student will become ill. 

• During practice, your student may drink water when he needs it – not just during planned breaks. 
• Your student must eat breakfast.  A breakfast that is high in carbohydrates and low in fat is best. 
• Avoid drinking milk before practice 
• Wear sunscreen-light colored, loose fitting clothing-hat – sunglasses 
• All students should have personal water jug – ice is available in school 
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Miscellaneous Band Equipment Concerns: 

 

Uniform – Students are issued a band uniform (Jacket, Pants, Hat/Plume).  The uniform IS NOT TO LEAVE 
MIDLAND VALLEY. The approximate cost of one uniform is $400.00, the student will be responsible for replacement 
should damage other than normal wear and tear occur. The Band Booster Club will have a uniform committee that will be 
the sole people in charge of cleaning and taking care of the uniform. Students are expected to hang uniform on hangers in 
the proper fashion.  They will be instructed as to the care of the uniform.  Students not adhering to the policy are subject to 
disciplinary action. 
 

Summer Uniform  - During the warm weather months, we have a “Summer Uniform”  This consists of a blue 
band polo, black “duckhead” type shorts (No Denim), white socks, and mostly white shoes.  The “band shirt” as it is called 
will be available for purchase during band camp from the booster club.  Students must provide black shorts, socks, and 
shoes. 
 
Instruments - Your instrument should be clearly labeled with your name, address, and phone number.  There will be 
space to store your instrument in the band room before school.  The room will be open for you to take your instrument 
home after school to practice.  The room will be locked while I am away, so your instrument will be safe from harm.  
Again, instruments will be stowed away neatly, and left that way until use. 
 

School Owned Instruments/Equipment – The school owns some of the larger, more expensive 
instruments/equipment in the band (Percussion, Tuba, Baritone, Sousaphone, Marching Baritone, Mellophone, French 
Horn, Oboe, Bassoon, Flags). An annual fee of $50.00 is due to use this school equipment.  A typical saxophone student 
pays over $2,000.00 for his horn – not to mention one dent in a horn can cost as much as $250.00 to repair.  So, it is quite 
easy to see that this fee is nominal for the use that our equipment goes through. (Even over 7 years, a family would only 
pay $350.00 for their child’s instrument needs)   Students are responsible for all mouthpieces, reeds, and supplies (snare 
sticks, oils, rags, etc…).  It is the student’s responsibility to keep instrument properly cleaned, and protected from damage.  
Percussion students will be required to maintain a personal stick bag.  The bag will contain one pair of concert snare sticks, 
one pair of marching snare sticks, one pair of hard plastic bell mallets, one pair of medium yarn mallets, and one pair of 
medium timpani mallets.  The stick bag and all mallets may be purchased from Portman’s Band Instruments in Augusta, 
GA. It is the student’s responsibility to keep instruments properly cleaned, and protected from damage. 
 
 

Sheet Music and Copies 

 
Students are provided a music folder.  They are responsible for its whereabouts.  Students are provided one copy 
(sometimes multiple copies) of sheet music.  Blatant loss of music has been occurring.  Students will be charged  25 cents 
for each additional copy needed. Exceptions made for weather damage to flip-folders. 
 
Other Equipment/Needs   

 
Students will need to have the following materials: 
2 Pairs of long black gloves  (except percussion and guard) 
Black Band Shoes (except guard - for uniform) 
Flip Folder/Lyre (wind players only) 
 
You may place order for these items during  band camp.  A form will go home with your child.  Please be prepared with 
check for Pecknel Music for instrument supplies and a check for Midland Valley Band for gloves and shoes. 
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HELP I DON’T KNOW WHAT MY CHILD 

NEEDS!!!!!!  
 

New Students(playing instruments): 
 
Instrument – (students using booster owned equipment will incur a 
$50.00 rental fee.) 
 
Band Shirt – approx $20 – purchased from booster club 
Gloves – 2 pair - $5 - – purchased from booster club 
Uniform Shoes - $30 - – purchased from booster club 
Flip Folder – approx $5 – Purchased from Pecknel 
Lyre – approx $5 – Purchased from Pecknel 
X-Tra FFolder sheets – approx $5 – Purchased from Pecknel 
Black Socks 
Black Shorts 
Mostly White Sneakers 
 
 

New Students(Colorguard): 
 
Flag equipment –  (students using booster owned equipment will incur a $50.00 rental fee.) 
 
Band Shirt – approx $20 – purchased from booster club 
Uniform Shoes - $30 - – purchased from booster club 
Black Shorts 
Mostly White Sneakers 
 
 
New Students(playing marching percussion): 
 
Instrument – (students using booster owned equipment will incur a $50.00 rental fee.) 
 
Band Shirt – approx $20 – purchased from booster club 
Uniform Shoes - $30 - – purchased from booster club 
Black Socks 
Black Shorts 
Mostly White Sneakers 
 
New Students(playing pit percussion): 
 
Instrument  -  (students using booster owned equipment will incur a $50.00 rental fee.) 
 
Band Shirt – approx $20 – purchased from booster club 
Uniform Shoes - $30 - – purchased from booster club 
Black Socks 
Black Shorts 
Mostly White Sneakers 
 
 
Returning Students 

 
Returning students may replace any items during band camp.  
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Student Incentives – Students excelling in band are rewarded in a variety of ways.  
Students are awarded medals based upon participation in certain events, or placing in other 
events. Deserving students may also be afforded the opportunity to attend special events, meals, 
or receive other “treats.”  
 
Student Leadership Team – Outstanding Students are able to apply to be part of 
the student leadership team.  Possible positions on this team are: Drum Major, Band Captain, 
Band Lieutenant, Sergeant-at-Arms, Section Leader, Librarian, and others.  The Drum Major 
position is reserved for a Junior or Senior and all other positions can be filled with any student 
who is a Sophomore or above. However, in certain very rare cases – a Freshman may be placed 
in a leadership role if personnel are not available/qualified from the upper classes. 
 
Letters and Stars – The letter jacket stands as an outward representation of a student’s 
accomplishments in band, as well as his attitude about the pride in our organization.  Students 
wearing the jacket are a representative of our school, and reflect upon our community, our 
school, the band, the band director, our teachers, and our students. Students must EARN their 
letter (or for subsequent awards – a star), and they may do so by completing ALL of the 

following:  
• Complete ALL course requirements. 
• Attend ALL required functions (performances/rehearsals). 
• Maintain at least a “B” Average in band for the entire year. 
• Maintain a discipline record free of suspensions, and be a good representative for the Pride of the Valley and the 

character traits it holds important. 
 
Letter Jackets may be purchased from SMS Sportsworld in North Augusta.  Once purchased, you will need to have it 
embroidered at Communigraphics on Georgia Ave.  Just tell the respective businesses what you want – they should be 
expecting you. The approximate cost for Jacket + Embroidery is $140.00. 
 

• The decision to award a letter to a student is fair and impartial.  If a student EARNS a 

letter, he will be AWARDED a letter.  In any case, the decision to award a letter rests 

solely with the band director, and is final. 
 

Eligibility – Since students in band compete with other schools in interscholastic competition, students will be required 
to adhere to the South Carolina High School League’s coursework policy.  The policy states that a student must pass 5 
courses from the previous year to be eligible to participate.  Student’s grades and discipline record will be monitored by the 
director.  If a student is having difficulty in any course, he should contact the director immediately so he can be placed with 
an older band member to receive help in that subject.  This way, we may be able to avoid a failing grade in any subject. 
 

Band Booster Club – The Booster Club is an organization dedicated to the support and well being of the band 
students.  A quality band is an expensive undertaking! We need money for music, instruments, transportation, festival fees, 
and equipment.  Attendance is sorely needed at Booster Club meetings.  This is where we can ensure the quality of the 
program at MVHS, and help parents to become more involved with their children and community.  Please come out and 
support YOUR band, be a part of your child’s life!  Every parent with a child in the band is already a member of the club!  
Booster Meetings are the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM in the High School Band Room. 
 

Marching Band Competitions: 
If you have never been to a marching band competition, you are really missing out on a great event!  Parents are 
encouraged to be a part of their student’s band life, and attend these events!  These competitions are great showcases of 
your children’s talents, and the talents of thousands of other students.  We are fortunate to host two competitions right here 
at L.L. Willis Stadium.  We host our own competition, The Mustang Classic, and we are playing host to the A/AAA Lower 
State Championship for the South Carolina Band Director’s Association.  We will also appear in Competition at  Barnwell 
High School, and North Augusta High School.  What an opportunity to be a part of your child’s life with competitions so 
close by! 
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Mustang Classic – If you would be interested in helping out with this event, please contact our booster club.  We 
would love to have your assistance as we play host to many area schools in competition! 
 
 

$$Financial Obligations$$ 

 

Registration Fee – A registration fee of $180.00 will be due for participation in 

band.  As you may be well aware, Aiken County Public Schools do not fully fund our (or 

any other) band program.  This $180.00 will only cover some expenses (about 1/3) your 

program has.  You will be kindly asked to participate in our multitude of fundraisers to 

help fund the remainder of the year.  More details may be found later in the handbook in 

the “MVHS Band participation Agreement.” 

 
There are several fundraisers throughout the year to help raise the funds.  Participating just moderately in each of these 
fund raisers will raise more than enough money.  Some fund raisers to look forward to are: Mustang Classic Band 
Competition , Superior Supporters, Fruit Sale, Concession Stand Working at home football games (any relative of a student 
18 and older), and a multitude of smaller opportunities. This fee is set and announced by you, the parents of band students, 
at the July Band Booster Meeting.  If there is a family problem with raising funds, you are asked to contact the director 

and booster club president.  They will handle your situation in the strictest form of confidentiality.  Every child who 

wants to participate in band WILL – it is our job to find out the way to make that happen. 

 

Parents’ Responsibility to the Band 
Believe it or not Mom and Dad, you are joining the band too!  This can be an exciting (yet scary) time in your lives as you 
watch your child grow and mature.  Many times parents do not know the best way to help their child succeed.  Below are 
some suggestions to help make your (and your child’s) experience more awesome and more meaningful:  When a “band 
question” arises, it is important you get factual information before discussing it with others.  We have had parents 
screaming at our District Superintendent, when a simple phone call to the director or even Principal would have cleared up 
any questions.  This tends to put people on edge and not really accomplish the intended goal.  Often times, talking about 
problems before getting the facts straight causes more harm than good.  If questions arise, it is important to remember this:  
If it is a performance or teaching issue, talk with the band director.  If it is a fundraising or support issue, talk with the band 
booster club president.  Below please find some more ideas about supporting your child in band: 
 

• Pick up (or have rides arranged for) YOUR CHILD on time! 
• Show an interest in the music study of your child 
• Arrange a regular time for your child to practice everyday in a quiet place  
• Have your child perform for you – if it sounds bad chances are they are doing it wrong and should practice until it 

is right 
• Pick up (or have rides arranged for) YOUR CHILD on time! 
• Keep YOUR instrument in good working order 
• Purchase reeds by the box (you save money) 
• Purchase a metronome and tuner – they are relatively cheap now – make great “stocking stuffers” 
• Enable your student to take private lessons 
• Pick up (or have rides arranged for) YOUR CHILD on time! 
• Make faithful attendance at all band functions important 
• Keep this handbook in a safe place and refer to it throughout the year 
• Notify the teacher as soon as possible of any impending absence or tardy 
• Pick up (or have rides arranged for) YOUR CHILD on time! 
• Visit rehearsals occasionally – the kids really work harder when they see their audience cares 
• Regularly attend booster meetings, concerts, games, and competitions 
• Assist in fundraising by going above and beyond the minimum – turn in monies on-time.  
• Pick up (or have rides arranged for) YOUR CHILD on time!     
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Things you are suggested to consider: 

 

Private Lessons – As one might expect, private lessons are the best way to improve performance skills.  The one-
on-one approach allows the student to benefit from the individual attention as opposed to a teacher monitoring a class of 50 
– 100 students!  A recent survey of all the students in the All-State Band revealed that approximately 80% of the students 
studied privately.  Students are generally more inclined to practice diligently for a weekly music assignment and this 
discipline increases the student’s enjoyment with their instrument.  Mr. Hastings will be more than happy to assist in the 
selection of a private teacher. 
 
SmartMusic – If you are not familiar with this program, I encourage you to do so.  This program can be an 
invaluable practice aid to help your child reach even higher levels of musicality.  This program can montor your students 
progress, perform accompaniments for various solos, includes a tuner and a metronome.  The cost of this program is 
approximately $30.00 plus the cost of a small microphone.  Please contact Mr. Hastings for more information or you may 
go to the following website:  http://www.smartmusic.com 
 
 
Instrument and Mouthpiece Upgrades: 

 
At the start of middle school, students typically learn on a “student” model horn.  This instrument is made of more durable 
metal or plastic than most step-up or professional horns.  They are made so because the beginning student has not yet 
learned how to care for the instrument.  These instruments while good in the beginning phases tend to hold the student back 
as they reach the high school age.  Most students will benefit GREATLY on the investment into a new (or used) 
intermediate or professional level instrument (a step-up horn)  * It is often advisable for Woodwind players to keep their 
beginning horn for use outside during marching band. 
 
It is ILL ADVISED to purchase instruments from pawn shops (unless inspected by the director).  Buying horns is like 
buying a car.  We want you to have a good, working instrument that will serve you for years – not break in a year.  It is not 
a good idea to purchase horns from WAL-MART, SEARS, KMART, TARGET, etc….  These instruments are not made to 
the quality standards we should expect and typically play out of tune, and break often.  These horns are also typically 
harder or impossible to repair because of the lack of repair technicians willing to work on them.  When in the market for a 
new horn – contact the director for suggestions! 
 
 
Suggested Mouthpieces/Upgrades: 

 
All Single reeds should use Vandoren Reeds (purchased by the box) – Double Reeds may use Fox, Lesher, or Jones. 
Rico Reeds may be used during marching band.  All Students should consider purchasing a pocket metronome and a 

chromatic tuner.  These are relatively cheap and will assist you greatly. 
 
 
Clarinet  Vandoren B40 or B45, Rovner Ligatures, Reed Case 
 
Saxophone Selmer C* , Rovner Ligatures, Reed Case 
 
Trumpet  Bach 3C, Straight Mute, Cup Mute (Mutes Preferably Metal) 
 
Horn  Shilke 29 or 30, Straight Mute 
 
Trombone Bach 5G or 4G, or Shilke 51 or 51D, Straight Mute, Cup Mute (Mutes Preferably Metal) 
 
Tuba  Bach 18 
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Step-Up Instruments 

 
Instruments marked serious players only are intended for those who intend on making music a major part of their life after 
high school and even college.  We have these instruments on this level at the school – these are listed as suggestions for 
those students who will move on to a college level and beyond.  Please see the director if you have any questions. 
 
Piccolo  Yamaha YPC 62, Gemeinhardt 4PMH 
 
Flute  Gemeinhardt 3B/3OB, Yamaha YFL-361 – Should have open hole and B-Foot 
 
Clarinet  Buffet E12, R13, Yamaha YCL 
 
Oboe  Loree or Fox 400, Selmer 104 
 
Bassoon  (Serious Players Only) Fox Renard 222 or 220 
 
Saxophone Old Selmer Mark VI, or Yamaha Custom 
 
Trumpet  Bach Omega, or Stradivarius, Yamaha Xeno 
 
Horn  (Serious Players Only) Holton 378 or 379 
 
Trombone Bach Stradivarius, Yamaha 445 – Must have F-Attachment trigger 
 
Euphonium (Serious Players Only) Yamaha 321-S – 4 Valves 
 
Tuba  (Serious Players Only) Bach, Yamaha, Miraphone 
 
 

Six Keys to Successful Practice  
 
Practice is essential to learning music; the more you practice, the more quickly you will grow as a musician. We strongly 
recommend a minimum of twenty minutes of practice a day, five days a week.  

Please set aside a regularly scheduled practice time each day. Do not leave practicing to chance, or wait until you have 
some "free time." Especially for beginners, several short practice periods per day may be more effective than one longer 
one. At times, the going may get rough, and you may get discouraged, but this is normal. If you will persevere through the 
tough times, you will experience the tremendous satisfaction that comes with achieving your goals.  

1. Practice slowly and carefully, thinking constantly of what you are trying to accomplish. Concentrate on the work 
at hand, and avoid automatic practice.  

2. Practice short sections of a song at a time. Keyboard players should practice hands separately first, then hands 
together. Wind players should practice fingering a difficult passage before actually playing it.  

3. Repeat each difficult part in the music until it can be played three times in a row correctly (once is accidental, 
twice is coincidental, three times is mastery). Merely playing one's music through once does not constitute 
practicing.  

4. Incorporate the proper rhythm, fingering, phrasing, articulation and dynamics in your practice from the very first 
time you play a piece. Playing the correct notes is only a very small part of learning music.  

5. A few minutes of thorough practice are worth hours of haphazard, careless work. You've heard it said that 
"practice makes perfect;" the truth is that only perfect practice makes perfect.  

6. Remember, no question you might have is unimportant. That's why you take lessons! Communication between 
student and instructor is essential to learning.  

 
-----Excerpt taken from Pecknel Music Company Web Page 



 18

 
~~~10 COMMANDMENTS FOR LOSERS - HOW TO BECOME A WINNER~~~ 

 
Being a loser requires just as much effort as being a winner. You must work at it 
as hard as the person who wants to be number one.  Are you a winner--or a 
loser? Just like winners, losers develop a pattern of "success." Here are the 
guidelines--The "Loser's" Ten Commandments. 
 

 Always have an excuse. Develop a series of phrases and rehearse them 
regularly so you'll always have one ready when needed.  

Examples: "My car wouldn't start." "It’s Too Hot Outside." "The alarm clock 
didn't go off." "I didn't have time." "The Rookie made a mistake." "I can't get 
through to him on the phone." "The computer fouled up." "The economy is 
bad," and so forth. Never be caught speechless when it comes to making excuses 
for yourself. 

 
 Be sure to blend into the pack. Losers know that it is important to be invisible. Vanilla is their favorite 

flavor. Never call attention to yourself. Look, act and work the way you really are--mediocre. 
 

 Keep your eye on the competition. Think and breathe the competition.  Know all about them--their 
weaknesses, their opportunities, their problems and their needs. Never think about your own Band. 

 
 Avoid taking risks at all cost. Risk-taking is extremely dangerous. You may either fail or succeed. 

Either one will put you in great jeopardy. Risk-takers lead the pack by always wanting to test 
themselves. They're never satisfied with their performance--they want to do better. They welcome risks 
as opportunities. Such thinking makes you shudder. 

 
 Never let yourself become enthusiastic. If you do, you will want to do more, become more deeply 

involved in your work, and place your band, and fellow students ahead of yourself. 
 

 Always put yourself first. Before you agree to anything, ask yourself this question: "What's in it for 
me?" If something requires extra time and effort, it could lead to more success, increased productivity 
and higher rewards for your band. By putting yourself first, all these problems are avoided. 

 
 If something goes wrong, blame someone. This is very important. Taking responsibility causes 

difficulties, so make sure you always have someone in mind to blame when a problem arises. Taking 
responsibility only makes you more valuable. You may even come to be viewed as a leader. 

 
 Spend a lot of time second-guessing the Director, Parents and Leaders. This is your real job--a top 

priority. By never showing any initiative, you are guaranteed a permanent position--at the bottom of the 
ladder. 

 
 Never learn anything new. Knowledge is dangerous! It means you will become a problem-solver. If 

this happens, people will view you as essential to their success and your band will progressively get 
better. 

 
 If all else fails, say "I don't know." The less you know, the better off you are. Whenever you're asked 

a question, just say, "I don't know." You will quickly become exactly what you are--    useless.   
 

 

By the way, it's easy to become a winner. All you have to do is go to work and break these Ten 

Commandments!! 
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Important Information: 

 

School District Personnel: 

 
District Superintendent – Dr. Beth Everitt – 641-2428 - eeveritt@aiken.k12.sc.us  
Area III Superintendent – Dr. Tim Yarborough – 593-7200 – tyarborough@aiken.k12.sc.us  
MVHS Principal – Dr. Doris Hickson – 593-7100 – dhickson@aiken.k12.sc.us  
MVHS Assistant Principal – Mrs. Fran Altringer – 593-7100 – faltringer@aiken.k12.sc.us 
MVHS Assistant Principal – Mr. Isaiah Mealing – 593-7100 – imealing@aiken.k12.sc.us  
MVHS Principal’s Secretary – Mrs. Jean Ryce-El – 593-7100 - JRYCE-EL@aiken.k12.sc.us 
MVHS Bookkeeper – Ms. Michelle Goodwin – 593-7100 
MVHS Front Office Secretary – Pam Lamb – 593-7100 – plamb@aiken.k12.sc.us  
 
Band Personnel: 
 
MVHS Director – Mr. David Hastings – dhastings@aiken.k12.sc.us  
Office Hours – 10 AM – 12 PM 
Band Room Phone Number – 593-4653 
School Main Office Number – 593 - 7100 
School Fax Number – 593 – 7106 
Asst. Dir. – LMMS – Ms. Kim Woods – kwoods@aiken.k12.sc.us - 663-4300 
Asst. Dir. – LBC – Mr. Derrick Parker – dparker@aiken.k12.sc.us - 593-7260 
 
 
Band Booster Club Officers & Personnel: 
 
 
President – Amy Leonhardt – aleonhardt1@aol.com - 594-9205 
Vice-President – Linda Chilson - edwchils@aol.com - 663-6071 
Secretary – Elaine Freeman – elainefreeman5@bellsouth.net  - 593-2998 
Treasurer (Accts. Receivable) – Kelley Bailey – mvbandnews@aol.com - 646-2202 
Treasurer (Accts. Payable) – Rae Lyn Crews - crewsctrl1@aol.com - 593-2722 
Ways & Means (Fundraising) -  Marcia Fultz - marciafultz@bellsouth.net - 594-9590 
Concessions – Denise Pica - 593-6436 
Members-at-Large: Jerry Corley -  
                 Sharon Gagnon - 593-6569 

       Ed Chilson - edwchils@aol.com - 663-6071 
 

 
MV Band Booster Club Address – Box 1157, Langley, SC, 29834 
MVHS Mailing Address -  227 Mustang Drive, Graniteville, SC, 29829 
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Midland Valley Band.Com!!!!! 
 
That’s Right!  Your band is on the internet!  You can get the latest information about the band on-line!  
Check on events, and find out all you need to know by going to: 
http://www.midlandvalleyband.com 
 
 
This resource proves invaluable when trying to stay updated on all band activities.   
 
When in doubt about something, always check and trust our website! 

 

 

FACEBOOK: 

 

The Midland Valley Band is participating in another exciting use of technology by 
having our own facebook group.  Only current students, parents, and staff have access 
to this page.  This is sure to be another way of keeping all of us informed!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

In the next few pages, you will find several forms that must be signed and turned 

in.  Please do so by tomorrow if at all possible.  If you want to chaperone, please 

fill out chaperone form AND SLED Form.  These must be filled out every year.  

We must have a permission slip, health form, and student/parent contract from 

everyone on file in the office. 
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Dates of Interest 
 
Event      Location   Date 
 
Mustang Classic      MVHS    Sept. 26, 2009 
 
Bands Across the Savannah    North Augusta HS  Oct. 3, 2009 
 
Band Competition      Blythewood HS   Oct. 17, 2009 
 
Lower State Championships    Hartsville HS   Oct. 24, 2009 
 
State Championships     Woodmont H.S.   Oct. 31, 2009 
       
Christmas Parades     Graniteville   Dec. 5, 2009 
       Langley    Dec. 12, 2009 
       North Augusta (tentative)  Dec. 13, 2009 
 
Christmas Concert     MVHS Auditorium  Dec. 1, 2009 
 
Region Band Auditions     Northside MS (Greenwood)  Jan. 9,  2010 
 
All-State Auditions     Lexington H.S.   Jan. 23, 2010 
      
USC Band Clinic      Univ. of S. Carolina  Feb. 18-21, 2010 
 
Region Band Clinic/Concert    Lexington HS   Feb. 26-27, 2010 
 
All-County Clinic/Concert     MVHS    Mar. 5, 2010 
 
All-State Clinic/Concert     Furman University  Mar. 11-14, 2010 
       Greenville, SC    
 
Concert Festival      TBA on one date   Mar. 23,24,25, 2010 
           Mar. 30,31 Apr 1, 2010 
 
Colorguard Auditions     MVHS    April 12-16, 2010 
 
Rookie Camp      MVHS    April 26-29, 2010 
           
Solos & Ensembles     Aiken H.S.   May 1, 2010 
 
Spring Concert      MVHS Auditorium  May 4, 2010 
 
Band Banquet      Aiken Shrine Club  May 7, 2010 
 
Memorial Parade      Downtown Aiken   May 29, 2010 
 
GRADUATION      USCA (Tentative)  June 3, 2010 
 REQUIRED PERFORMANCE FOR SYMPHONIC BAND 
 
*** Other performances may present themselves at a later date.  All efforts will be 
made to keep all parties concerned informed well in advance. 
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Midland Valley Bands Permission Slip 

 

 

 
Student Name____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Participation in band requires a good bit of travel; therefore, I give my son/daughter, mentioned above, 
permission to attend functions of the Midland Valley High School Band to which their attendance is 
necessary, or is elected to by him/her.  They include, but are not limited to: 
 
Home/Away Football Games (Fall) 
Marching Band Contests (Fall) 
Parades (Fall and/or Spring) 
Region/All-State Auditions and Clinics (Winter/Spring) 
Concert Festival (Spring) 
Solo & Ensemble Festival (Spring) 
Honors Band Clinics (Fall/Spring) 
 
I further understand that all information regarding any trip will be given well in advance with specific 
details about the destination, departure/return times, method of transportation, and any lodging 
information if pertinent. 
 
I have filled out the attached medical information form for my child. 
 
I understand my child will be under the supervision of the Band Director and/or District Approved 
parent chaperones.   
 
Rules of Aiken County Public Schools and Midland Valley High School will always be in effect. 
 
In the event of an accident, I will not hold Aiken County Public Schools, Midland Valley High School, 
and/or any of its employees liable for injury; furthermore, I give the band director or designated 
chaperone permission to seek medical attention for my child should it become necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________ ________________________
  
Parent Signature       Date 
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Midland Valley Bands 

Medical Information 

 
Student Name________________________________  Mailing Address________________________________ 
 
Phone #___________________   D.O.B__________________  SSN___________________________________ 
 
Name(s) of Parent(s) or Guardian(s)_________________________________________________ 
 
Work Phone Number______________________    
 
Emergency Contact:  ____________________________________________________________ 
   NAME       PHONE 
Does Participant have medical insurance?  YES__________ NO__________ 
Insurance Company & Policy Number: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Health History: (check all that apply)  Please list any allergies your child has below. 
 
________  Diabetes    _____________________________________ 
________  Orthopedic Problems   _____________________________________ 
________  Asthma    _____________________________________ 
________  Epilepsy    _____________________________________ 
________  Cardiac Problems   _____________________________________ 
________  Other (specify on back)    
 
Do we have permission to administer to your child over-the-counter medications for maladies including, but not 
limited to: headache, body pain, fever, nausea, gastric illness, cuts, bruises, eye injuries, etc…. 
 
YES_______  NO_________ 
 
Please list any over-the-counter medications your child CAN NOT have. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Has your child had a tetanus shot current to within six (6) years?   
YES__________    NO__________ 
 
Do you know of any health factor that makes it advisable for your child to follow a limited program of physical 
activity or from participating in any activities?  If yes, please explain below (attach additional sheet if needed). 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In the event of an emergency, I give permission to a licensed physician or hospital to secure proper treatment 
for and to order medications, injections, anesthesia and/or surgery for my child as named above. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Parent or Guardian       Date  
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Student/Parent Contract and Info Sheet 
 
 
I__________________________________, and I______________________________________ 
                    PRINT STUDENT’S NAME                                     PRINT PARENT’S NAME 
 

have read the band handbook and agree to abide by all the rules and expectations.  Failure to comply 
will jeopardize my position within the band program. We also understand that a Registration Fee of 
$180.00 set by us, the parents of band students at Midland Valley High School  at the July  Band 
Booster Meeting, is due. We further agree to participate in fundraising activities to help offset 
expenses ($220.00) beyond our registration fee. We further understand the policy regarding students 
being picked up in a timely fashion. 
 
Student Signature____________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature_____________________________________________ 
 
Date_____________________ 
 
Please fill out info below: 

 
Student’s Name:___________________________________________________________________  
 
Parent(s)’Name(s):________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:__________________________________ City:______________ Zip:___________ 
 
Home Phone Number:__________________________  Work Number:_________________________ 
 
Cell Phone:________________________    Can we send you important text messages?  Y  or  N      
 
Additional Numbers:_________________________  Parent’s Email:___________________________ 
 
Student Shirt Size:_______________________ 
 
Parents, we NEED your help!!!  A championship band takes a lot of hard work and effort by everyone (including 

parents) to be successful!!!  

Please Check All That Apply: 

 
I would be interested in helping with: 
 
Phone Tree    ______ 
Booster Club Membership   ______ 
Concession Stand    ______ 
Building Props    ______ 
Sewing Flags    ______ 
Equipment Crew    ______ 
Competition Committee   ______  
Chaperoning    ______ 
Section Parent    ______ 
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MVHS BAND PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT 
 

This agreement entered into between the parents/legal guardians of _________________________________________ 
        <Student First & Last Name> 
 
and the Midland Valley High School of Area III Schools, Aiken County, and the Midland Valley Band Booster Club. 
 
 

This agreement is regarding above named student’s participation in the Midland Valley High School Band and the 

fees associated with said program. 

 

It is understood that: 

 

• There is a registration fee of $180.00 to participate in the band program.  

• This fee does not include certain extra expenses incurred throughout the school year by the band program.  

• Extra needs are met by the band booster club, of which the parent(s) are a member, by virtue of having a 

student in band.  

• The budget for this program is presented, debated, and voted on at the July meeting of the booster club per 

the bylaws, and is available for public viewing.  

• The booster club holds three major fundraisers annually and parents and students are expected to 

participate in these activities.  

• For various reasons, some may not be able to participate in fundraising.   In this case, parents have a right 

to meet with the executive board of the booster club to have your concerns addressed.     

 

• Some parents may wish to fund raise their entire fair share. Those 

wishing to do so may waive the initial registration fee by agreeing 

in this contract to fund raise for said fees. In any case, the fair 

share must be met in full by January 1, 2010. 
 

 

The Budget for the 2009-2010 school year is        $_56,000      Set by we the parents at the July booster club meeting. 

 

Each participant’s fair share was set at           $ 400.00        $180.00 of this amount counts as a registration fee. 

 

Your fundraising obligation (after reg. Fee) is   $ _220.00  

 

You are expected to fund raise (or pay)               $_73.34__ for each of the three main fundraisers.  

 

I have read and agree to abide by this contract. 
 

I agree to: 
(Check One) 

A: ___Pay the entire fair share amount ($400.00) and not participate in fund raisers. 

 

B: ___Pay the registration fee ($180.00) and fundraise the remaining fair share of ($220.00) 

 

C: ___Fund raise the entire amount ($400)  

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________   Date:_____/_____/________ 
 
 
Student Signature:              _________________________________     Date:_____/_____/________ 
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AREA THREE SCHOOLS 

CHAPERONE APPLICATION 
 

NAME:     _________________________________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS    _________________________________________________________ 
   
PHONE NUMBER   _________________________________________________________ 
 
BIRTHDATE    _________________________________________________________ 
 
SEX     MALE_______________FEMALE____________________________ 
 
MARITAL STATUS   MARRIED____________SINGLE_____________________________ 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO PARTICIPANT _________________________________________________________ 
 
EMPLOYMENT    _________________________________________________________ 
 
PLESE LIST ANY PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE AS A CHAPERONE OR ANY YOUTH RELATED WORK: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REFERENCES: Three references (not members of your family) are required with a complete mailing address on each 
 
__________NAME:__________________________ADDRESS:________________________________________ 
 
___(1)_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___(2)_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___(3)_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
REMARKS___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL:   ___________________________________________________ 
       FACULTY SPONSOR 
 
      ___________________________________________________ 
       PRINCIPAL 
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